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shadowed in the Lambeth Appeal, and attributed to the Angli-
cans at the Second Conversation a more official standing than
they possessed. The Archbishop's misgivings were intensified
by Gore, who wrote to him that the more he thought of the
'concessiveness* of the Anglicans, the more 'disastrous and
perilous' it appeared.7

The Archbishop's letter dismayed Halifax. Dr. Davidson, lie
wrote to the Dean, was wrong in his facts. The initiative had
come not from Mercier, as the Archbishop seemed to thinly
but from Halifax himself. Doctrinal differences had been dis-
cussed in the First Conversation, the Archbishop's interpreta-
tion of the Lambeth Appeal was misleading, the Anglicans had
really accepted the Roman memorandum (though on this his
colleagues were to dissent), the proposals did not entail the ab-
sorption of the Church of England, and the position of die An-
glican representatives had been clearly understood.

It seems to me [he concluded], though the cases are not pre-
cisely identical, that something like the fatal mistake made by
Abp. Benson in 1894 is going to be repeated. What hopes we had,
what a glorious primacy of an Archbishop of Canterbury that
would be which paved the way for the reconciliation of England
and Rome. I cannot write to the Archbishop, I might say what I
should regret. It may be that I exaggerate, but when the letter came
last night I felt as if all were ending, all that I most cared about, all
I had most hoped for, and that for the rest of my life there was
nothing more to do but to try to forget what might have been,
and to look forward to the time when, if it were to be denied to
us on earth, we might hope to be one with one another in Heaven.8

The Archbishop also wrote twice to Halifax. In his first letter
he merely begged for absolute secrecy; with his second he en-
closed a copy of his letter to the Dean. Halifax replied, formally
arid rather stiffly, expressing his regret, but promising his dis-
cretion. He unbent so far, however, as to beg the Archbishop to